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After a successful nine-month run, the splashy,
intricate and fragile display of Seattle artist Dale
Chihuly's glass creations is leaving Phipps
Conservatory and Botanical Gardens today.

But at least two of the flamboyant glass sculptures
will stay permanently.

Since its May 10 opening, "Chihuly at Phipps:
Gardens & Glass" has drawn more than 375,000
visitors from around the world to the Oakland
institution, Phipps officials say. By contrast, Phipps
received 191,000 visitors in all of 2006. With the
exhibit, Phipps increased its member roster from
about 6,500 people to more than 10,000, officials
said.

No estimate is available on the amount of money
the exhibit brought to Phipps.
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Going to Phipps?

"Chihuly at Phipps:
Gardens & Glass" will be on
display from 9:30 a.m. to
noon today, when Phipps
Conservatory and Botanical
Gardens in Oakland closes
early for an evening event.
On Monday, Phipps'
schedule will return to
normal hours, 9:30 a.m. to
5 p.m. daily and until 10
p.m. Fridays. Admission
prices will drop to $10, $9
for senior citizens and
students, and $7 for
children. For more
information, call 412-622-
6914.
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The pieces are worth the expense, Piacentini said,
because they are phenomenal.

Phipps is keeping four of the colored Macchia bowls
in the Sunken Garden, purchasing them with
donations for at least $10,000 each.

"Chihuly at Phipps: Gardens & Glass" inspired some
Pittsburghers to come to Phipps for the first time in
years, Piacentini said.

Many members, like Anita LaLumere of Rosslyn
Farms, made repeat visits. She brought out-of-town
visitors to see the display.

"l loved it," LaLumere said. "It's just so unique. The
glass is wonderful. | think Phipps is going to look a
little empty without it for awhile. | didn't talk to one
person who wasn't totally enamored of the exhibit
and (Chihuly's) work."

The exhibit -- along with others that were part of
Pittsburgh Celebrates Glass! 2007 -- brought glass
to the forefront of Pittsburghers' minds, said Heather
McElwee, assistant director of the Pittsburgh Glass
Center in Friendship.

"Once they see the display at Phipps, they are so
awed that they want to come over and try to do it
themselves," said McElwee, whose organization
doubled the registration for its Sunday glass
workshops in the past year.

"Chihuly at Phipps" also was advantageous to the
Carnegie Museum of Art, which hosted another
glass exhibit: "Viva Vetro! Glass Alive! Venice and
America," which closed in September.

"It's right and proper that Phipps and the Museum of
Art have some sort of parallel project,” said Richard
Armstrong, The Henry J. Heinz Il Director of the
museum. "This is something that really benefited
both institutions. It was a great and fulfilling
experience."

Taking down, packing and moving the colorful glass
sculptures -- most of which contain curvy pieces
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wired together-- is a painstaking and delicate
process. Each small piece is packed in its own box,
usually with a lot of bubble wrap.

The crew that assembled the exhibit will take it
down, said Janet Makela, publicist for Chihuly and
his studio in Seattle. The crew has a breakage rate
of less than 1 percent, she said.

The work will start Monday morning and take up to
eight days, during which time some rooms might be
closed to visitors, Phipps spokeswoman Jessica
Romano said. Phipps officials then will prepare for
the Spring Flower Show on March 15.

The Phipps Chihuly exhibit is not scheduled to go
anywhere yet. It will return to the studio in Seattle,
go into inventory and then be reconfigured, Makela
said.

Dale Chihuly is pleased about how well his exhibit
was received, she said.

"l think people are excited and intrigued to see how
the glass really interplays with the garden," Makela
said. "And it obviously showed, because of the
wonderful attendance that Phipps had throughout
the duration and the extension of the show."

Although Phipps officials have no specific plans to
host another Chihuly-like exhibit, Romano said they
have discussed the idea.

Kellie B. Gormly can be reached at
kgormly@tribweb.com or 412-320-7824.
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