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Buzz up!

On April 22 -- Earth Day -- Phipps Conservatory and Botanical
Gardens is releasing a book that promotes a greener lifestyle.

"The Green Journal: A Personal Planbook of Eco-Friendly Tips and
Ideas" is a collaboration of tips and essays written by Phipps staff
members. The book offers instructions on starting a more
environmentally friendly lifestyle in 12 areas, including tips for work,
recycling, transportation and home energy.

"The Green Journal," which costs $16, can be pre-ordered online and
picked up on Earth Day at both The Shop at Phipps and The Shop in
the Park. A book signing with Richard Piacentini, Phipps' executive
director, will be held at 2 p.m. April 27 at Joseph-Beth Booksellers at
SouthSide Works.

Details: 412-622-6914.
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ARBOR DAY PAPER DRIVE PLANNED

The sisters of St. Francis of the Providence of God are planning their
second annual Arbor Day paper drive on April 25.
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can be dropped of the in collection bins in the parking lot adjacent to
the former St. Francis Academy Building, 1401 Hamilton Road,
Whitehall. Cardboard, telephone books, plastic and nonpaper items
will not be accepted.

Money raised from the drive will be used in the sisters' ministries and
to help care for retired and elderly sisters.

HERB CLUB TO MEET AT BEECHWOOD FARMS

The Piccadilly Herb Club will meet at 12:30 p.m. April 17 at
Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve near Fox Chapel.

Steve Piskor, a chemist and master gardener, will discuss "Cool
Tools and Accessories for the Gardener." The event is free and no
reservations are required.

Details: 412-487-2343,

REMOTE-CONTROLLED SHUTTERS MAKE CHANGES EASIER

Remote controls have made lots of things easier, such as flipping
channels on TV and opening and closing garage doors. Now they can
be used to adjust interior shutters.

Remote-control Polywood shutters, made by Sunburst Shutters, allow
homeowners to adjust all the shutters in their home simultaneously.

Radio-frequency remote technology gives homeowners the option of
using a hand-held remote to operate all shutters in their homes from
any room in the house. Another option is using a switch mounted to a
wall in each room to operate shutters individually.

Details: Online.

FURNITURE CHAIN REVIVES DANISH LOOK

In 1951, Hans J. Wegner, an icon of Danish modern design who died
last year at age 92, created the Sawbuck chair. With its curved back
and seat and graceful legs, it was striking and comfortable. Limited
production of the piece, also known as CH28 after its Danish
manufacturer, Carl Hansen & Son, ended in 1965.

Now the furniture chain Room & Board has helped revive the mid-
century classic, one of more than a dozen chairs Wegner designed.
Last month, it reappeared exclusively at Room & Board, which
teamed with Hansen to bring it back. Hansen has made a range of
Wegner furnishings since 1949.

At $2,550, the CH28, with a walnut back and seat and oak legs, is not
cheap, concedes Betsey Kershaw, Room & Board's merchandising
director. But eight of the first 100 chairs have sold since hitting stores
last month.

"It is definitely a kind of sit-back-and-relax chair," says Kershaw, and
it perfectly epitomizes Wegner's belief that "furniture needs to be
functional and beautiful."

To order, call 800-301-9720 or online.

LANDSCAPE MAKEOVER CANDIDATES SOUGHT

The owner of the worst-looking front yard need not be ashamed. DIY
Network is desperately looking for you.

The network is conducting America's Most Desperate Landscape
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Search, and from now through April 21, viewers can submit photos
and videos of their unkempt landscapes to DIYnetwork.com. The
winner will receive an outdoor makeover by DIY expert host and
licensed contractor Jason Cameron and his "Desperate Landscapes”
TV crew.

The renovation will be documented and featured later this year in an
episode of Desperate Landscapes, a series that transforms plain
yards into functional and stylish spaces. The show's third season
premieres on DIY Network at 9 p.m. April 15.

Details: Online.
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