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“Awe is what we feel during or after an 
encounter with something unexpected, 
and stimulates a sense of vastness and 
possibility, such as hearing thunder, 
listening to a moving piece of music, 
sensing the infinite during prayer or 
meditation…” –Rich Louv, Our Wild Calling

A Constellation of 
Terms/Emotions
Wonder
Discovery
Curiosity
Wildness
Magic
Humility
Empathy and 
Compassion Awe



Awe Expands 
Time Perception

Awe involves 
perceptual
vastness, and 
alters one’s 
understanding 
of the world…

Results: “we predicted and found that experiencing awe, relative to other 
states, caused people to perceive that they had more time available 
(Experiments 1 and 3) and lessened impatience (Experiment 2). 
Furthermore, by expanding time perception, awe, compared with other 
states, led participants to more strongly desire to spend time helping other 
people (Experiment  2) and to partake in experiential goods over material  
ones (Experiments 3). A small dose of awe even gave participants a 
momentary boost in life satisfaction (Experiment 3). Thus, these results not 
only have implications for how people spend their time, but also underscore 
the importance and promise of cultivating awe in everyday life.”

--Rudd, Vohs, Aaker, 2012



Awe = Generosity, Kindness, 
Prosocial Behavior

“Our investigation indicates that awe, 
although often fleeting and hard to describe, 
serves a vital social function. By diminishing 
the emphasis on the individual self, awe may 
encourage people to forego strict self-
interest to improve the welfare of others. 
Future research should build on these initial 
findings to further uncover the ways in which 
awe shifts people away from being the 
center of their own individual worlds, toward 
a focus on the broader social context and 
their place within it.” –Paul Piff et al



Biophilic Cities Are Cities 
That Work to Expand and 

Maximize Moments of Awe 

How?



Teaching Awe



San Diego BioBlitz



“Pier Into the Night”
Gig Harbor, Washington

Making Awe in Cities Visible?



Island Bay Marine Education Centre 
Wellington, NZ



Burrowing Owl Habitat Restoration Phoenix

Opportunities for Hands-
On Ecological Restoration



Nurturing Citizen Science 
and Nature Mentors

Parabotanists



Magical Maps



Kids in the Canyons
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Engaging the 
Imagination



Helena Klangemo
Nature Guides, Stockholm

Monetizing Awe



Common 
Swift

A New Wildlife-Friendly Development 
Kingsbrook, in Buckinghamshore, UK

Designing Awe Into 
the Places We Live 
and Work



Residents of Aldea de Sante Fe, NM, 
working to save the Juniper Titmouse



Images: Artie Raslich

Gotham 
Whale



“Miracles of 
Minuteness”Amy Savage, Rutgers



Cultivating Habits and 
Practices of Awe

Ant Playing 
Cards—Collect 
Them All!



Awe Requires 
Deep Observation



Every Home Gets an 
Ecological Owners Manual



Do We Need a New 
Language of Awe?

Murmuration Spy-hopping

Mackerel Sky
Woodpecker 
Drumming



Do We Need New Nature Words?

Bark Scooting?

Mullet Soaring?

Pelican Patrolling?
Skip-Feeding?



Totemic Cities?: Choosing To Love 

Bronzewing Pigeon
Noel Nannup, Noongar Elder



Films


	Designing The City of Awe�
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Awe = Generosity, Kindness, Prosocial Behavior
	Biophilic Cities Are Cities That Work to Expand and Maximize Moments of Awe 
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Do We Need a New Language of Awe?
	Do We Need New Nature Words?
	Totemic Cities?: Choosing To Love 
	Slide Number 25

