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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Recognizes Phipps for Green Initiatives
Pittsburgh, Pa. — Phipps Conservatory and Botanical Gardens is pleased to announce that the
Environmental Protection Agency recognized Phipps as a Green Power Partnership 100% Green Power
User. There were only 764 organizations listed in the U.S. The EPA also awarded Phipps a Green Power
Partner of the Year award in 2015. In addition, Phipps Conservatory is highlighted on the Green Power
Partner homepage.
The EPA’s website notes, “Phipps’ investment in renewable energy coincides with an organization-wide
commitment to minimize energy use in its operations and buildings. By investing in the production of
electricity with renewable energy sources, Phipps is helping to support long term renewable energy
development projects, thus contributing to the reduction of dependency on fossil fuels and associated
greenhouse gas emissions.”
The 100% Green Power Users list represents the partners that are using green power to meet 100
percent or more of their U.S. organization-wide electricity use. Phipps generated 1,511,891 kWh of
green power in 2015 using solar and wind power. The seven other organizations in Pittsburgh that have
achieved 100 percent green power annually include the Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh, Carnegie
Mellon University, Knepper Press, Broudy Printing, Inc., Spectrum Charter Schools, SEEDS Green Printing
and Design, and evolveEA.
Across the country, the combined green power use of these organizations amounts to more than 16
billion kilowatt-hours of green power annually, which is equivalent to the electricity use of nearly 1.5
million average American households each year.
The Center for Sustainable Landscapes (CSL) at Phipps was designed to be the greenest building in the
world. The CSL generates all of its own energy and treats all storm and sanitary water captured on-site.
It is the first and only building to meet four of the highest green certifications: Living Building Challenge,
LEED Platinum, the first and only Four Stars Sustainable SITES Initiative for landscapes project and the
first and only WELL Building Platinum project.
In 2015, Phipps revealed their SEED Classroom, one of the nation’s first sustainable, modular
classrooms. Developed by the SEED (Sustainable Education Every Day) Collaborative, the SEED
Classroom, built to Living Building Challenge™ standards, features non-toxic materials, generates its own
energy, and recycles water on site. Fabricated locally by EcoCraft Homes, it is one of only two of its kind
in the U.S. and will model how classrooms of the future can be built to maximize student wellness and
potential. The building shows what healthy spaces look like for kids and calls attention to the
importance of providing healthy learning environments for children.
To learn more, visit phipps.conservatory.org.
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About Phipps: Founded in 1893, Phipps Conservatory and Botanical Gardens in Pittsburgh, Pa. is a green
leader among public gardens with a mission to inspire and educate all with the beauty and importance
of plants; to advance sustainability and promote human and environmental well-being through action
and research; and to celebrate its historic glasshouse. Learn more: phipps.conservatory.org.
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