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Te Ara – The Encyclopedia of New Zealand



Whakapapa

Cliff Whiting



What is Mātauranga Māori?

• Mātauranga Māori spans Māori knowledge, culture, values and 
world view 

• Holistic – humans, nature and spirit world interconnected 
• Kinship based relationship of unity with environment
• Identity drawn from the land, forests, waterways, oceans and 

air
• Compiled over generations
• Product of dynamic system

Hikuroa 2017



Knowledges
The concept of knowledges, in contrast to a single knowledge, 
assumes the existence of multiple ways of seeing and knowing 
and making sense of the world 

National Geographic



Pūrākau

• Deliberate constructs employed to encapsulate and condense 
into easily understood forms of reality and the relationship 
between the Atua (deities), the universe, and humans 

• Fundamental to understanding the world
• Codified knowledge
• Metaphorical and literal
• Accurate, rigorous





Mauri

• Mauri is a pervasive concept 
• Holistic:

• In lands and waters, the life they support, natural phenomena such as 
mist, wind and rocks (Marsden, 1992), and collections of these such as 
ecosystems

• Scientific
• The binding force between the physical and the spiritual (Barlow, 1991)

• Measurable
• The life force in living things or capacity to support life in air, water, soil



Kaitiakitanga

• Kai-tiaki-tanga
• Tiaki – guard, keep, safeguard, 

protect
• Kai-taiki – guardian
• Kai-tiaki-tanga – guardianship
• Kaitiakitanga – ‘inter-generational 

sustainability’, in a Te Ao Māori 
framing Wākatu Incorporation



Kaitiakitanga

• Developed knowledge systems – generational

• Living as part of the environment

• Knowledge systems embody wealth and wisdom of earth 
systems gained over millennia

• Intergenerational approach to resource management

• Kaitiakitanga – restoring mauri



Te Awa Tupua Act 
2017

Koru Enterprises

Te Urewera Act 
2014

NZ Department 
of Conservation 



The Uawanui Project

• Soils and climate to 
grow their own food

• Access to culturally 
important food 
resources and other 
resources such as flax

• Water is crucial
• Coastline is important

The Uawanui Project



Whakakapi

• Mātauranga Māori - spans Māori knowledge, culture, values 
and world view

• Whakapapa - the central principle that orders Te Ao Māori, 
framework for knowledge

• Mauri – life force in all things

• Kaitiakitanga – inter-generational sustainability, maintaining or 
restoring mauri



Whatungarongaro te
tangata toitū te whenua
As man disappears from sight, the land remains

hze5@psu.edu @hanareiaehau
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