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Whakapapa

Cliff Whiting



What is Matauranga Maori?

Matauranga Maori spans Maori knowledge, culture, values and
world view

Holistic — humans, nature and spirit world interconnected
Kinship based relationship of unity with environment

|dentity drawn from the land, forests, waterways, oceans and
air

Compiled over generations
Product of dynamic system

Hikuroa 2017



Knowledges

The concept of knowledges, in contrast to a single knowledge,
assumes the existence of multiple ways of seeing and knowing
and making sense of the world

National Geographic



Plrakau

 Deliberate constructs employed to encapsulate and condense
into easily understood forms of reality and the relationship
between the Atua (deities), the universe, and humans

 Fundamental to understanding the world
 Codified knowledge

* Metaphorical and literal

* Accurate, rigorous



The Maramataka is the traditional Maori lunar calendar. It was used to guide the
planting and harvesting of crops, and fishing and hunting. Maramataka translates
as ‘moon rotating’.

@ What’s happening
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Explanation

TAKURUA
WINTER

Pipiri (May -June)

The earth and its people are cold as the weather
cools down.

The first month of the Maori lunar calendar
is marked by the star cluster Matariki. This is
a time of new beginnings and celebrations.

What is the history of your local area or family?
Share this with your whanau and friends.

HONGONGOI (June -July)

People are now very cold and make fires to
keep warm.

HANngongoi is the coldest time of the year. A time
to gather around the fire and share stories. This
was one way of preserving oral traditions, history,
and whakapapa.

Recall a traditional Maori story, like how Maui
slowed the sun or the story of Rona and the Moon.

HERETURIKOKA (July - August)

The warmth of the fire can be seen on the knees
of people.

Hereturikoka is a significant time for inanga
(whitebait) as they migrate through fresh
waterways, preparing to spend their adult lives
there. This is also when people catch inanga to eat!

Find out about inanga; then draw and label the
stages of their life cycle.

References Best, E. (1959). The M&ori Division of Time.
Wellington, New Zealand: R.E. Owen
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Hr Whanau activities

KOANGA
SPRING

MAHURU (August -September)

The weather is becoming warm and plants are
beginning to grow again.

It's time to prepare the gardens for planting.

Explore the world of plants by planting some of
your favourite vegetables.

WHIRINGA-A-NUKU
(September - October)

'Whiringa’ refers to a plait on a garment and
‘nuku’ to the earth. The two words together
refer to spring growth.

Crops are planted and crayfish, eel, inanga, and
freshwater fish are caught inland. The roots of the
tT kduka tree are dug up and used for medicinal
purposes.

Consider the medicinal use of a New Zealand
native tree of your choice. What is its nutritional
properties? How is the medicine made? What
illnesses or ailments does it heal?

WHIRINGA-A-RANGI

(October - November)
It is becoming summer, and the sun is strong.

Mutton bird (tit1) are caught and preserved,
while crayfish and freshwater fish continue
to be caught. Kahawai fishing season begins.

Research the hinaki (eel trap). Draw and label the
parts of the hinaki and describe how it traps an eel.

HAKIHEA (November - December)

Birds are in their nests; the land is ploughed and
lays bare.

Hakihea is identified by the rising of the star
Rehua (Antares). Karaka berries are ripening and
flowers are abundant. The pohutukawa is in bloom
and some crops are ready for harvesting.

Write a letter/poem to someone from a different
country, describing the pohutukawa tree.

KOHITATEA (December - January)

Fruits are ripe and people eat the new food
of the season.

Kohitatea refers to the gathering of
summer fruits that are ready for picking
at this time.

Survey your friends or whanau on their favourite
summer fruits. Record your findings in a tally chart
then transfer your data to a graph of your choice.

HUI TANGURU (Uanuary -February)

The foot of RUhT (summer star) now rests upon
the earth, indicating the end of summer.

Huitanguru is named for the tanguru - a large
green beetle also known as the kekerewai - which
was found throughout forests.

Write a report about a native beetle of your
choice and share with your class or friends.
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POUTUTERANGI (February -March)

Crops are now harvested.

Poutaterangi is the star Altair, and it signals the
maturing of crops. Soon after this star rises above the
horizon the first kimara harvests begin.

Using kimara as the main ingredient, create an
original recipe for a dish that will be sure to impress
the whanau.

PAENGAWHAWHA (March - April)

Vegetation stalks and stems are stacked at the
borders of the crop fields.

Around this time, kimara leaves will start to go
brown, signaling that the kiimara are ready for
harvesting. Now is a time of thanksgiving for the
main crop harvests.

Interview a kaumatua (elder) about their
experiences of harvest or gardening.

HARATUA (April -May)
Crops are stored in pits. Now it is time to rest.

Haratua is the time for storing harvested crops.
Preparations continue for the coming winter.

Research and share with a friend traditional Maori
storage containers.
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Mauri

* Mauri is a pervasive concept

* Holistic:

* In lands and waters, the life they support, natural phenomena such as
mist, wind and rocks (Marsden, 1992), and collections of these such as
ecosystems

 Scientific
» The binding force between the physical and the spiritual (Barlow, 1991)

* Measurable
 The life force in living things or capacity to support life in air, water, soil



Kaitiakitanga

 Kai-tiaki-tanga

* Tiaki — guard, keep, safeguard,
protect

 Kai-taiki — guardian
 Kai-tiaki-tanga — guardianship

 Kaitiakitanga — ‘inter-generational
sustainability’, in a Te Ao Maori
framing

" Wakatu Incorporation




Kaitiakitanga

* Developed knowledge systems — generational

* Living as part of the environment

* Knowledge systems embody wealth and wisdom of earth
systems gained over millennia

* Intergenerational approach to resource management

 Kaitiakitanga — restoring mauri



Te Urewera Act Te Awa Tupua Act
2014 2017

" NZ Department
of Conservation




The Uawanui Project

e Soils and climate to
grow their own food

» Access to culturally
important food

. resources and other

__.__ resources such as flax

« Water is crucial
* Coastline is important

The Uawanui Project’



Whakakapi

« Matauranga Maori - spans Maori knowledge, culture, values
and world view

* Whakapapa - the central principle that orders Te Ao Maori,
framework for knowledge

« Mauri — life force in all things

 Kaitiakitanga — inter-generational sustainability, maintaining or
restoring mauri



" hze5@psu
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